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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of GREAT HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 19 January 
2016, in the Village Hall, Great Houghton. 

 
Present: Chair, Cllr T Skirrow Cllr G Kilborn, Cllr T Bowler, Cllr R Shaw  
 
Also present: The Volunteer Parish Clerk, M Billingham.  
 
131/16 Opening procedures:  
a) Apologies for absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr P Jinks who had suffered a recent family 

bereavement.  The Council wished their condolences to be recorded.  It was with great regret that the resignation had 
been received on behalf of Cllr Lingley, due to work commitments. The Council wished their thanks and best wishes to be 
recorded for his service. 

b) Declarations of interests from members – There were no declarations of interest concerning the Agenda items. 
c) Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting – The minutes from the Parish Council meeting of 8

th
 December 2015 

were approved as a true record by the meeting and signed by the chair. 
 
132/16 Public time (limited to 15 minutes) There were no members of the public present 
 
133/16 Reports 

a)   County Councillor There was no report or representation from County Councillor Phil Larratt who had 
unfortunately been suffering from ill health. Cllr Larratt had sought to obtain a response regarding lamps in Leys 
Lane as follows:  ‘I think the lights in Leys Lane may not actually be in my Division, or the Parish of Great Houghton.  
It’s a close call as it’s very much on the boundary, but I think it is in Little Houghton Parish and Hackleton Division!  
Perhaps Michael Clarke could confirm’. There had been no further response regarding the ongoing matter of the 
memorial bench and the site for it to be located. Response on all points including junction Bedford Road. It was 
resolved that the Clerk should write further to Cllr Larratt to see if an update can be obtained for the next council 
meeting. 

b) Borough Councillor There was no report or representative from the Borough Council 
c) Police: As the funded PCSO agreement with Wootton, East Hunsbury and Hardingstone Parish Councils has now been 

terminated we have reviewed our resources and identified a need for change to meet the force priorities set by the 
Police and Crime Commissioner, which are: 
Protect Vulnerable People, Reduce Violence, Respond and Manage Emerging Security Threats, Reduce Supply and 
Impact of Controlled Drugs, Tackle Serious and Organised Crime, Tackle Anti-Social Behaviour, Understand and Reduce 
Cyber Crime. Reduce Acquisitive Crime  With effect from Saturday 02-January-2016 responsibilities for the Nene Valley 
and East Hunsbury wards will be broken down as per the below. PCSO Kerry Parris: Wootton, Hardingstone and Great 
Houghton. PCSO Danny Steele: East Hunsbury and Collingtree. The responsibilities extend to owning force priority 
issues on these wards; they will manage attendance at parish meetings and if unable to attend will ensure a written 
report is sent. We will also continue to promote Community Speed Watch and Street Watch schemes, which give 
communities the opportunity to have a positive impact on the matters that concern those most. We will continue to 
utilise our Special Constabulary as a visible presence in your Parishes, I am working with the Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner, and the Special Constabulary to actively recruit internally and externally for these important 
community roles. The following emailed report was forwarded from PCSO Kelly Parris: ‘Unfortunately we are unable to 
send a representative to the Parish meeting on 12-January-2016, please accept our apologies. I am pleased to report 
there was no reported crime for Great Houghton Parish in the month of December. We have received complaints 
regarding fly tipping and vehicles parking on Leys Lane. The fly tipping has been reported to the Council who are 
responsible and have relevant powers to prosecute whereas the Police do not. We are providing as much of a visible 
presence as our resources allow deterring and identifying who is causing these issues. If there are any issues raised or 
any queries please let us know’.  

d) Great Houghton Playing Fields Association: There was no report submitted however the Chairman advised the 
council that the Christmas Social went well with about 50people attending and it is hoped that some further social 
events will be held throughout the year. 

 
134/16 Finance & Administration  
a) To Receive Receipts and Payments Account – Members received the Receipts and Payments account. The Clerk 

confirmed a bank balance of £31923.20 to the end of December 2015; credits of £90 being advertising from Newsletter 
and £0.57 bank interest had been received into the account.  

b) Following Payments were authorised:   
  
CTL Property Services 100230 Grass Cutting & Dog Bins 120.00  
Northants CALC 100231 Training Course Cllr Kilborn 39.00  
BT  100232 rental & payment 101.84 16.97 
Deben Group Industries 100233 Tracer Batteries Road Speed sign 350.18 58.36 
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Tina Charteress 100234 Consultancy Services 100.00  
Mike Billingham 100235 Expenses stationary and postage 37.45 2.08 

     
     
   748.47 77.41 

 
c) To adopt the 2016/17 Budget: The Parish Clerk provided the council with the final draft budget incorporating the 

amendments discussed and agreed and adopted at the previous meeting. The final Budget for 2016/17 of £24’420 was 
agreed and adopted. 

d) To adopt the Parish Precept for 2016/17: The Parish Precept of £19700, being in line with the previous year, was 
agreed and adopted. The council was advised that NBC had now confirmed that the ‘special expenses’ for 2016/17 
would be a further £1,070 again being the same as that of the previous year.   

e) To adopt the Traveling Expenses Policy:  The attached policy was adopted.  
    

 135/16 To Receive the Clerks Report: 
a) Fly-tipped Rubbish Leys Lane/ Playing Field entrance: The Parish Clerk reported to both the Police and NBC, an 

incident of fly-tipping which included a number of chairs, table, Sky box and other rubbish on the 29
th

 December. On 
the 5

th
 January half of the rubbish had been removed but the remainder is still awaiting clearance some three weeks 

later. The Parish Clerk met further with the NBC Officer Sarah Oakes on Friday 15
th

 January who provided a couple of 
litter picking sticks and some sacks but could not confirm when we can expect the site to be cleared. 

b) Insurance Cover notification of changes Still no confirmation of change of clerk from the Insurance Company. The 
Clerk to write further on this matter. 

c) External Audit: Northants CALC have advised of changes to external audits and the need to take action before the 
31 March 2016. Such audits were carried out by the Audit Commission which has now been abolished. Councils will 
therefore have to appoint its own auditor. However a new Sector Led Body has been established, the Smaller 
Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd who will effectively carry out the function of the Audit Commission. The legal 
default position is that all Parish and Town Councils are opted in to the SLB arrangement unless they specifically 
choose to opt out and make their own arrangements.  

d) Website – Parish News: In order to have the Parish News included on the Website, in accordance with previous 
council decision, the webmaster requires the following information and direction.  -   ‘This is not an update, it's an 
addition. So where do you want it to go? As for you doing it. As advised previously, if the PC purchases the web 
software then you'll be able to have it on the laptop and manage content as you choose. For now - let me know 
where this newsletter is linking from? What page? Button? Text? Picture’. It was proposed that the matter of how 
best to manage the website content be given further consideration and that any decision be deferred to the next 
meeting.  

 
136/16 To consider further the Asset Register:  Cllr Skirrow gave an update on progress and would forward a copy of the 
updated document to the Clerk.  
 
137/16 To consider Parish Council vacancy.  Following the resignation of Cllr Lingley it was resolved that the Council would 
seek interest from residents in becoming a councillor. It was further resolved that the Clerk would make enquiries as to the 
appropriate process for seeking to fill the vacancy. 
 
138/16 To receive the planning report: The council considered the planning applications received being N2015/1397 and       
               N/2015/ 1452, both relating to the Manor House. It was of concern to the council that some work had already been 

carried out prior to any planning decision having been determined. The council was also concerned that solar panels 
had now been installed on three bungalows within the conservation area, in Little Lane, apparently without any 
prior consultation and that work had been carried out on Ling cottage, The Cross, again within the conservation area 
and again without prior consultation? It was resolved that the Council would have no objection to the plans 
providing all appropriate conservation grade 2* listed building regulations are complied with. It was further resolved 
that  the Clerk would contact the Conservation Officer in order to seek advice and guidance on these matters before 
responding formerly to the above planning applications. 

      (3 weeks)  
139/16 To receive a report on new street lighting: The Parish Clerk had received a complaint from the resident opposite 31 

Willow Crescent that the lamp, which had not yet been replaced but switched on, was shining into their bedroom. 
Having contacted the contractors further all outstanding work had now been completed and the newly fitted lamp 
had resolved the resident’s concerns. There just remained the matter of the lamps in Leys Lane as referred to in the 
County Council report above.  

  
140/16 To Receive a report on Defibrillators: The Clerk reported that it had been arranged for Andy Simpson or his 
colleague to attend the meeting to offer the council further advice relating to the installation of the Defibrillators but 
unfortunately no one had attended. It was resolved that this matter be deferred to the next council meeting. 
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141/16 To consider the monthly public messages. The Chairman agreed to deal with this matter  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10  
 
 
____________________________      __________________________ 
Signed         Date 
 

Great Houghton Parish Council 
 

Travel Allowance Policy 
 
Great Houghton Parish Council will pay a travel allowance to Councillors and the Parish Clerk, for travel incurred 
in accordance with the following provisions: 
 

 On completion and submission of the appropriate claims form and accompanied by any appropriate 

receipt for additional travel expenditure incurred 

 For travel to and from attendance at formal meetings when representing the Parish Council, previously 

approved by the Parish Council 

 For  travel to and from attendance at formal training courses necessary for the carrying out of their duties 

and which have been previously approved by the Parish Council 

 Travel allowance will only be payable when the travel required is outside of Great Houghton Parish 

 The cost of any public transport, bus, train, or taxi, will only be reimbursed on production of and in 

accordance with valid receipts for expenditure so incurred. 

 Travel cost incurred by private car/van will be reimbursed at the rate of 58p per mile. Motorcycles will be 

reimbursed at 29p per mile. 

 Car-park fees, tolls, congestion charges, where applicable will only be paid on production of valid receipt. 

 Should an emergency arise that requires travel to be incurred in accordance with these provisions when 

prior approval cannot be obtained, payment will be authorised in accordance with the current GHPC  

Financial Regulations (paragraph 4)  

 No Travel Allowances will be considered or approved that would result in the total allowance for such 

costs contained in the current financial budget being exceeded. 

 All claimants are expected to make appropriate travel arrangements that provide the council with the 

least costs. 

 
This Policy was approved by the Parish Council at their meeting held on the 19 January 2016 
 
 
 
Signed by Parish Chairman……………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Dated…………………………………………… 


