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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of GREAT HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 9 February 
2016, in the Village Hall, Great Houghton. 

 
Present: Chair, Cllr T Skirrow, Cllr G Kilborn, Cllr T Bowler, Cllr R Shaw Cllr P Jinks. 
 
Also present: The Volunteer Parish Clerk, M Billingham. Natasha Declerck member of the Public 
 
142/16 Opening procedures:  
a) Apologies for absence – Apologies were received from PCSO Kelly Parris and Cllr Phil Larratt.  
b) Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting – The minutes from the Parish Council meeting of 19 January 2016 

were approved as a true record by the meeting and signed by the chair. 
c) Declarations of interests from members –There were no Declarations of interests relating to agenda items. 

 
 
143/16 Public time (limited to 15 minutes) Natasha Declerck was welcomed to the meeting and declared her interest in 
becoming a Parish Councillor. See Minute 148/16 
 
144/16 Reports 

a)   County Councillor The Parish Clerk had sought to contact Cllr Larratt further today who unfortunately still 
remained unwell and somewhat housebound. The following verbal report was provided. He had recently had a visit 
from Helen Howard the Highways Officer and had arranged with her to meet up at the Bedford Road junction as 
soon as he was able. He requested a map of the area in which the Parish Council wanted to locate the memorial 
bench in order that he could also pursue this matter with her.  Michael Clerk the Officer from South Northants had 
been on extended holiday but was now back and Cllr Larratt would chase up the matter of the Lamp replacements 
in Leys Lane. The Parish Council expressed their thanks to Cllr Larratt and their best wishes for his speedy recovery. 

b) Borough Councillor There was no report  or representative from the Borough Council 
c) Police: The following written report had been received from PCSO Kerry Parris: Unfortunately we are not able to 

send a Police Representative to the Great Houghton Parish Council meeting on 9
th

 February 2016, please accept our 
apologies. I am pleased to report that there has been no crimes reported in Great Houghton in January 2016, and 
we have also had no incidents reported of note. I am sure you will be aware there was suspicion of a camp at 
Brackmills Wood, this has been investigated by PCSO Taylor (Brackmills Bid PCSO), Sara Homer (Brackmills Bid) and 
Rob Jeakings, it is deemed to be fly-tipping and his been reported to Northampton Borough Council for removal.  

d) Great Houghton Playing Fields Association: There was no report submitted however the Chairman advised that at 
its last meeting there was some discussion regarding the Tennis Club and representations from the coach regarding 
the terms of the grant of £2000 from the Council. There was no will to set up a tennis club to avoid the anomaly 
where previously collected subs were paid into GHPFA but never ringed-fenced for future maintenance of the court. 
The court belongs to GHPC and will continue to be managed by Nicky Wates on behalf of GHPFA. It is likely that the 
coach will pay £5 p/hr to GHPFA for future coaching use.   

 
145/16 Finance & Administration  
a) To Receive Receipts and Payments Account – Members received the Receipts and Payments account. The Clerk 

confirmed a bank balance of £31392.81 to the end of January 2016. Credits of £222.50 being advertising in Parish News 
and £0.57 bank interest had been received into the account.  

b) Following Payments were authorised:   
  

Date  Payee Cheque Description   Total VAT inc 
Feb 9 BT Internet Services 100236 Internet Rental Charge 76.80 12.80 

 9 T Charteress 100237 Consultancy Service 100.00  
 9 Parish Clerk 100238 Expenses 12.00  
       
     188.80 12.80 

  
    

 146/16 To Receive the Clerks Report: 
a) Fly-tipped Rubbish Leys Lane/ Playing Field entrance: The Parish Clerk reported that having exhausted patience 

with NBC and SNC, he had removed the rest of the rubbish himself and erected the sign. So far there has been no 
repletion other than a small amount of litter following Monday evening. Consideration was given to the previously 
circulated NBC initiative ‘Clean for the Queen’ but it was felt that there was insufficient time (4-6 March) to organize 
such an activity.  

b) Insurance Cover notification of changes Have now received confirmation from Insurance Company that changes 
have been noted along with an apology for the delay. 

c) Purchase of ‘Good Councillors Guide’ – It was resolved that the Council should purchase 10 copies 
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147/16 To consider further the Asset Register:  Cllr Skirrow had now forward a copy of the updated document to the Clerk. 
It was resolved that this document be circulated to all members of the council for further consideration and input. 
 
148/16 To consider Parish Council vacancy. Both an invitation to become a Parish Councillor and the required Notice of 
Vacancy had been posted on the notice boards. The Chair Cllr Skirrow had also included an article in the Parish News. As a 
result Natasha Declerck had declared her interest which was most welcome. It was resolved that following the expiry of the 
formal notice period (18 Feb) Natasha would be co-opted onto the Council. Unfortunately the Parish Clerk had received this 
evening a letter of resignation from Cllr Shah who was unable to continue to serve the council because of personal family 
issues. The Council wished their thanks and best wishes to be recorded for Cllr Shah and his family. It was resolved that the 
Parish Clerk would instigate the appropriate vacancy procedure.   
 
149/16 To receive the planning report: 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED January 2016 

REFERENCE/ PROPERTY/DESCRIPTION GREAT HOUGHTON PC 
COMMENT 

NBC DECISION 

1) Brought Forward from previous month(s) 

N/2015/0739 - 1  Lime Farm Way, Great Houghton, 
Northampton - Side And Rear Extensions To Bungalow 

No objection but the Parish 
Council would like to see the 
hedge retained 

Permission granted 07.08.15 

N/2015/0519 - 23  Lime Farm Way, Northampton - 
Erection Of Front Porch And Pitched Roof Over Front And 
Side Ground Floor, 
And Conversion Of Garage To Living Accommodation 

No objection Permission granted 27.08.15 

N/2015/0651 - 53 Great Houghton Post Office, High 
Street, Great Houghton, Northampton - Change Of Use 
Of Ground Floor From Retail (Use Class A1) Into 1No Self-
Contained Apartment (Use Class C3) And External 
Alterations. 

No objection Permission granted 04.09.15 
 

N/2015/0969 - 49  High Street - Great Houghton 
Northampton - Extension To Outbuilding - Part 
Retrospective 

No objection subject to 
conservation officers 
recommendations 

Permission Granted 15.10.15 
 

N/2015/1162 
PROPOSAL: First floor side extension and new first floor 
window to front. 
LOCATION: 9 The Green 
Great Houghton Northampton 

No Objections Permission Granted 08.12/15 

N/2015/1223 
1A Willow Lane Gt Houghton 
Poplar - Reduce back to old pollard points. Pear - Reduce 

weight and canopy. Yew - Reduce laterals over road. 

No Objections Permission Granted 21.12.15 

N/2015/1397 
Listed Building Consent for various internal and external 
alterations, repairs and refurbishment; extend 
conservatory; erect new dormer windows & insert new 
windows & repair and refurbishment of entrance gates. 

The Parish Council have no 

objections to the planning 

applications providing that 

they meet fully with 

Conservation regulations and 

any recommendations or 

conditions required by the 

Conservation Officer 

 

N/2015/1452 
Extension to existing conservatory. Erection of new 
Dormers and insert ne window openings. Refurbishment 
entrance gates 

The Parish Council have no 

objections to the planning 

applications providing that 

they meet fully with 

Conservation regulations and 

any recommendations or 

conditions required by the 

Conservation Officer. 
 

 

   

 
 The Parish Clerk had contacted the Conservation Officer as requested at the last meeting and obtained the following 
assurances: 
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Further to these previous emails, I write to advise that I have received a telephone call from the conservation office 
responding to our concerns as follows: 

1 The three bungalows in Little Lane. They advised that the government having changed the rules relating to 
alternative energy supply, the fitting of solar panels does not require planning permission, even in a 
Conservation area! 

2 They have received the planning applications regarding the manor house, being a statutory consultee regarding 
properties in a conservation area. They are considering the applications and will respond formerly in due 
course. They have however been assured by the property owners that no work, requiring planning permission 
has yet been commenced. They will however be visiting the property. 

3 As  above 
4 They are extremely concerned to learn of work having been carried out on Ling Cottage without any prior planning 

application or permission. They intend to carry out an inspection of the property this week. 
 

Having received notice of re-submission of a previous application to South Northants Council for the development of Solar 
Panels at Preston Lodge Farm. The Clerk had sought and obtained assurances that GHPC will be consulted on these matters. 
There is a possibility that the developers having overcome previous objections, the application will be agreed. There is also 
the possibility that some ‘community funding’ may be available from which Great Houghton may benefit. 
 
Minutes of the recently held joint Parish meeting to discuss the NBC Northampton Local Plan that would have a bearing on 
future applications and decisions had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was resolved that this matter be included on 
future agenda for further consideration. 
  
150/16 To Receive a report on Defibrillators: The Clerk had written again to Andy Simpson and also emailed First Response 
regarding attendance at this meeting. but unfortunately no one had attended. It was resolved that the Parish Clerk seek to 
contact EMAS and/or the Heart Foundation for further assistance or advice.  
 
151/16 To consider WI centenary celebration. The WI was seeking to plant wild bulbs and flowers throughout the village to 
celebrate their centenary. It was resolved that that the WI be given authority and that the verges just before the village sign 
as you enter from Newport Road and the raised bank opposite at the junction with Leys Lane would be ideal sites for 
planting. It was further suggested that the verges at the other end of the village, being the junction of the High Street and the 
Bedford Road would be ideal but that the WI would require authority from NBC for this.  
 
152/16 To consider the monthly public messages. New Councillors – Ideas for Queens Birthday Celebrations  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm  
 
 
 
 
____________________________      __________________________ 
Signed         Date 
 

 


