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Great Houghton Parish Council 10 May 2016 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of GREAT HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 10 May 
2016, in the Village Hall, Great Houghton. 

 
Present: Cllr T Skirrow, Cllr T Bowler, Cllr R Shaw Cllr, Cllr N Declerck Cllr P Jinks 
 
Also present: The Volunteer Parish Clerk, M Billingham and public members Bill Garner & Peter Hawkins, Chris Carr GHPFA 
 
182/16 Opening procedures:  
a) Apologies for absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr G Kilborn (working). Apologies were received 

from PCSO Kelly Parris 
  
b) Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting – The minutes from the Parish Council meeting of 12 April 2016 were 

approved, as a true record by the meeting and signed by the chair. 
 
c) Declarations of interests from members –Cllr Declerck declared an interest relating to Agenda item 189/16 Planning 

Report, being a neighbour to the residents of The Old Cherry Tree Public House 
 
183/16 Public time (limited to 15 minutes) Peter Hawkins spoke about Minute 189/16 and in particular, NBC Local Plan part 
2 and its consultation period. He sought that the Parish Council should respond in a way that will protect the rural village 
status. Now there was a ‘higher plan’ he believed it would be useful useful  to have local ‘Parish’ plan which  would require a 
referendum in village and include  up to 10% new homes. He kindly offered to assist the Council in this matter which was 
greatly appreciated and accepted by all present. 
It was RESOLVED that this matter would be included as a separate agenda item at future meetings. 
 
184/16 Reports 
  County Councillor Cllr Larratt was not present however the meeting was referred to his recent emails that had been 
previously circulated detailing his actions taken on the Parish Council’s behalf: 
Please see the complaint below from a constituent in Great Houghton re Street Doctor and a road out of the village. 
More generally, I have had complaints regarding the increasing amount of traffic, including HGV’s, cutting through the 
village. As the boundary between our Division’s runs down of the road in question, meaning one side is yours and the other 
mine, bearing in mind you are the Portfolio Holder for Highways, would you please take this up and see what can be done? 
I regularly take up matters relating to fly tipping on The Green that runs from Newport Pagnell Road to Saucebridge Farm.  
While NBC will clear up one side of the road, I usually have to get Bob Atkinson involved to get SNC to clear the other side! 
The fly tipping problem on The Green and the additional amount of traffic using it as a short cut between Newport Pagnell 
Road and Bedford Road, things that will only increase with the development of 1,000 houses in the vicinity of the road and its 
junction with Newport Pagnell Road, have caused me to ask if the road could be closed at the expense of the developer. 
Similarly, I have asked for the weight restriction to be re-imposed through Great Houghton as I have witnessed myself an 
increasing number of HGV’s using the route. The attached message details my request. As you can see it is with Helen 
Howard and the Highway’s Planning Team.  I’d be grateful if you could support my requests and indicate this to officers.  This 
is a good opportunity to get something positive for the community from the developers. 
 
Borough Councillor No report had been received from NBC Cllr P Flavell. However, with her year of office as Mayor now at 
an end, it was hoped that Cllr Flavell will hopefully be able to attend future meetings. 
 
Police: The following written reports had been received– Great Houghton continues to be a safe place to live and work. 
Recorded crime remains low in comparison to other parts of Northamptonshire. We are grateful for the support the Parish 
Council has given the Sector particularly in supporting the Parish Special Constable scheme. We have been made aware of 
some fly tipping and that NBC Wardens are taking responsibility for dealing with this issue. Anti-social behaviour remains low 
with some reports of people camping without permission in Brackmills Woods. We have referred this matter to the Homeless 
Team at Northampton Borough Council, as there are no police powers in respect of this. 
April Crime: One offence (Theft from Motor Vehicle at the Premier Inn, Lakeside). 
The Safer Community Team continues to work to address the force priorities (as set by the Office of The Police and Crime 
Commissioner).They are: 
Protect Vulnerable People 
Reduce Violence, Respond and Manage Emerging Security Threats, Reduce Supply and Impact of Controlled, Drugs, Tackle 
Serious and Organised Crime, Tackle Anti-Social Behaviour, Understand and Reduce Cyber Crime. 
Reduce Acquisitive Crime   
I understand the Parish Councils dis-satisfaction at our failure to attend the regular monthly meetings. Please be reassured, 
we are doing the best we can with the resources we have available to us. There is little doubt that the challenges facing 
modern day policing are more complex and varied and we need to prioritise our efforts. I am sure you understand and 
appreciate this situation. 



47 

Great Houghton Parish Council 10 May 2016 

 
 
Great Houghton Playing Fields Association: The meeting was referred to the report provided for the Annual Parish Meeting 
which included: 2015 was again a year of maintenance around the Playing Field rather than seeing any major works 
undertaken.  Park Landscapes continue to be responsible for the cutting of the field and other associated field maintenance 
work.  Following the ROSPA Annual report in June 2015 on the Children’s Play Area a number of remedial actions were 
carried out to play equipment in the area. 
The main hall was redecorated during April 2015 and internet access is also now available.  During the year, the new village 
website became operational and GHPFA has its own page on the website. We are delighted that there will again be a surplus 
shown for the 2015 financial year – the actual figures have yet to be finalised but the surplus is expected to be over £6,000. 
The bar has been officially named “The Nine Acre Bar” and a new sign is being produced and will be placed over the bar itself.  
Angus is very keen to host new events and social get-togethers in the hall and a very successful example of this in 2015 was 
the Rugby World Cup nights, attended by many from the village and beyond. 
Once again, many thanks to Tony Skirrow and his colleagues at the Great Houghton Parish Council for all the support we 
receive from them and thanks also to everyone on the GHPFA Committee for all their hard work during the year.  
 
185/16 Finance & Administration  
a) To Receive Receipts and Payments Account – Members received the Receipts and Payments account being the period to 

the end of April 2016.  The Clerk confirmed a bank balance of £34’425.52. Credits of £9,850  being the first payment of 
the precept, £30 advertising and  £0.69p bank interest had been received into the account   

b) Following Payments were authorised: 
BT  100252 Broadband Services 76.80 12.80 
Paul Wright 100253 Village Maintenance 146.00  
Tina Charteress 100254 Consultancy Fee 100.00  
Parish Clerk 100255 Expenses 36.54  
AON UK Limited 100256 Insurance Premium  399.15  

     
   758.49 12.80 

  
c) To approve the end of year Accounting Statement. The Chairman referred the Council to their requirement to approve 

the end of year accounting statement 2 which reflected the reduction in the loan and an increase in fixed assets with the 
introduction of Defibrillators. The statement was fully approved by the Council 

It was RESOLVED to approve the end of year Accounting Statement.  
    

 186/16 To Receive the Clerks Report: 
a) Authorisation Permit for Sitting of Memorial Bench: The Chairman reported that he had contacted the sponsors but 

due to the extremely long delay in obtaining authorisation, they no longer believed it relevant. It was proposed that, 
as permission had been obtained, a bench should be acquired. It was suggested that this decision be deferred to 
allow consideration from the WI regarding such provision. 
ACTION the Clerk to obtain a price for the bench for final decision at the next meeting 

b) Defibrillator Cabinets: One of the cabinets had now been fitted to the Bus shelter although there was a problem with 
the seals. The other awaits installation by GHPFA. 
ACTION The Clerk would liaise with GHPFA to acquire and place the Defibrillator in the cabinet and notify EMAS 

c) Re-Location of Traffic Speed Indicator: The clerk had responded to Highways regarding sourcing alternative pole as 
agreed at last meeting. Unfortunately no further response had been received 
ACTION: Clerk to write further to Highways 

d) Village Maintenance – Community Payback: The Clerk reported that he had made several attempts to contact 
Community Payback without success. He did however receive a telephone call from Lisa Green this afternoon and 
had arranged to meet with her in the village on Thursday. It would not however be possible for the work on the 
railings etc. to be carried out by Community Payback due to H&S reasons. 
ACTION: Clerk to seek a price for work on chain-link fencing from Paul Wright for consideration at next meeting. 
 

187/16 To consider further the Asset Register:  The Clerk advised that with the recent amendments, the report should now 
be complete. This would be determined by the Independent Auditors examination on Wed 18 May. If approved will not need 
to be included on future agenda’s 
 
188/16 To consider Parish Council vacancy. The council again welcomed Bill Garner who had expressed a wish to become a 
member of the Council. The Clerk advised the Council that the statutory notice having been given, the council were entitled 
to co-opt another member to the Council 
It was RESOLVED that Bill Garner be so co-opted onto the Council 
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189/16 To receive the planning report: 
2) Applications Received 

N/2016/0416 
78 Salthouse Road, Brackmills. Change of Use to General 
Industrial creation of additional car park construction of 
four loading docks external alterations 

No objection to application 
providing ‘white noise’ sound 
restricted reversing warnings 
are used on all moving 
vehicles during night-time 
hours, along with general 
noise restrictions being 
imposed.  

 

N/2016/0470 
The Old Cherry Tree Public House. Installation of 
Extraction System 

Not able to fully consider 
application as documents 
relating to Grade II listed 
building not provided. Object 
to the size, design, 
appearance and materials 
used on the extraction 
system, with particular 
concerns as to the noise levels 
and effect on a listed building 
in a conservation area 

 

N/2016/0412 
Development of Land south of Bedford Road off Liliput 
Road. Demolition of Farmhouse construction of two 
warehouse and distribution units (Black & Decker)  

Fundamentally opposed to 
this speculative application to 
develop land that currently is 
a buffer zone between 
Brackmills Industrial estate 
and the Village. We 
understand that the 
application having been 
wrongly presented on behalf 
of Black & Decker has 
subsequently been amended. 
We therefore seek further 
information and appropriate 
documents relating to these 
amendments by way of a 
further consultation period in 
order that the Parish Council 
can give full and proper 
consideration to the 
application and our response. 

 

 
190/16 To consider and determine matter of GHPFA CCTV provision – The council considered request from Cllr Kilborn 
regarding improvements in CCTV at Community Hall 
It was RESOLVED that GHPFA be requested to provide a report on what would be required and appropriate costings in order 
that the Council can give full and  proper consideration. 
 
191/16 To consider further Parish response to the NBC Local Plan (Part2): The council gave favourable consideration to 

the comments expressed by Peter Hawkins (183/16 above).  

It was RESOLVED that this matter would be included on all future agendas and that the matter be initially considered by way 

of a sub-committee to include the most welcome assistance of Peter Hawkins. 
 
192/16 To consider further future arrangements for Parish Website:   Parish Clerk confirmed had written to Chris 
Thompson thanking him for his services and advising of decision to place business with Graphic Vent. Council advised that no 
response received and no updates to website been requested or actioned. 
ACTION Cllr Skirrow to liaise with Graphic Vent regarding taking over management and updating web pages. 
 
193/16   To Consider maintenance of war memorial: The Council considered the need for renovation of the memorial. 
ACTION: The Clerk to make enquiries regarding cost for refurbishment and possible access to grants. 
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194/16  To consider complaints regarding pot-holes – G Marsh The council were aware that some repairs had been carried 
out but had some concern regarding the quality of some of the repairs. The increasing number of heavy unsuitable traffic 
using the back road as a cut-through between Newport Pagnell and Bedford Road which was causing damage to the verges 
and ditches, creating more pot-holes and increased flooding. The council both welcomed and supported the actions taken by 
NCC Cllr Phil Larratt on this matter sand awaited further development and action. 
ACTION: The Council to encourage the reporting of pot-holes at streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
195/16 To consider complaints noise from reversing Lorries Brackmills – J Pickering The Council had in previous years 

sought co-operation from some operators from Brackmills to reduce noise levels in the evenings but was aware that these 

levels seem to be increasing.  

ACTION: The Clerk to enquire with Rod Jeakings as to contacts at Brackmills and to write seeking their support in reducing 

noise levels.  
 
196/16 To consider the monthly public messages – Operation of Defibrillators and need to report pot-holes 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm  
 
 
 
 
____________________________      __________________________ 
Signed         Date 
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