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Great Houghton Parish Council 14 June 2016 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of GREAT HOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 14 June 
2016, in the Village Hall, Great Houghton. 

 
Present: Cllr T Skirrow, Cllr T Bowler, Cllr R Shaw Cllr G Kilborn, Cllr Bill Garner 
 
Also present: The Volunteer Parish Clerk, M Billingham, NCC Cllr P Larratt 
 
197/16 Opening procedures:  
a) Apologies for absence – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr N Declerck (family illness) and Cllr P Jinks (train 

delay). Apologies were received from PCSO Kelly Parris 
  
b) Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting – The Parish Clerk referred the Council to his earlier email in which he 

had advised that the figure given under item 185/16 (a) Finance & Administration Report of £34425.52 was incorrect and 
should have been £35306.74. The minutes from the Parish Council meeting of 10 May 2016 were amended and then 
approved, as a true record by the meeting and signed by the chair. 

 
c) Declarations of interests from members –There were no Declaration of interests from those present 
 
198/16 Public time (limited to 15 minutes) There were no members of the public present 
 
199/16 Reports 
  County Councillor Cllr Larratt advised that he was still waiting for a response from Steve Lilley regarding the lamps in Leys 
Lane. He had spoken to Peter Hacket regarding concerns with the ditches on the Bedford Road that had been referred to 
GHPC by Mike Evans and it had agreed for them to meet with Mike Evans to determine a resolution to this problem. He 
advised that he still need to arrange a joint meeting with Helen Howard from Highways regarding the Bedford Road / High 
Street junction. The matter of the amended planning application relating to land south of Bedford Road (N/2016/0412) was 
ongoing with strong opposition to this speculative development. 
 
Borough Councillor No report had been received from NBC Cllr P Flavell who was unable to attend as she was attending a 
planning meeting at the Town Hall. 
 
Police: The following written reports had been received– The only crime we have to report in May is a Burglary Non-Dwelling 
that occurred overnight between 20/05/16 and 21/05/16, the door of a shed was forced and items taken from within.  
SC Chris Thompson organised a speeding operation on 16

th
 May 2016 where speeding patrols were completed throughout 

the day following concerns regarding road closures in Brackmills that may cause more drivers to cut through the village. No 
tickets were issued but several drivers were stopped and given words of advice. 
 
Great Houghton Playing Fields Association: No Report (see agenda item below) 
 
200/16 Finance & Administration  
a) To Receive Receipts and Payments Account – Members received the Receipts and Payments account being the period to 

the end of May 2016.  The Clerk confirmed a bank balance of £34628.59 Credits of £45 being advertising and £0.71p bank 
interest had been received into the account. The Parish Clerk referred the Council to the Internal Auditors Report 
(attached) which had been previously emailed to them.  
It was RESOLVED to endorse the Internal Auditors Report   
 

b) Following Payments were authorised: 
NCALC 100257 Councillor Training 156.00 
Paul Wright 100258 Village Maintenance 260.00 
Tina Charteress 100259 Consultancy Fee 100.00 
AC Print 100260 Printing Parish News 210.00 
NCALC 100261 Clerk Training 65.00 
Parish Clerk 100262 Expenses 59.84 
SLCC 100263 Annual Membership 48.00 

    
   898.84 

 
 
 
  

    



51 

Great Houghton Parish Council 14 June 2016 

 201/16 To Receive the Clerks Report: 
a) Authorisation Permit for Sitting of Memorial Bench: The Parish Clerk confirmed that having 

spoken to Paul Wright who advised that any new bench needed to be maintenance free, he had provided Chris Carr 
on behalf of the WI with a quote for £333.99 + VAT and was awaiting a response from WI. 

b) Defibrillator Cabinets: One of the Defibrillators had now been installed at the Bus shelter and was now fully 
operational with EMAS. The Parish Clerk had undertaken the responsibility for the required periodic checks on the 
equipment. Arrangements have been made for a training course to take place on Wednesday 22 June from 8pm at 
the Parish Hall, the course is based on 12 people but open to others to attend and observe. The other cabinet awaits 
installation by GHPFA. 

c) Re-Location of Traffic Speed Indicator: A quote had now been received from Highways for the installation of the post 
and compulsory police sign at £382.41. The council were concerned over the compulsory police sign and Cllr Larratt 
would raise this matter with Highways. 
It was RESOLVED to go ahead with the installation and purchase the pole. 
ACTION: Clerk to seek provision of fixing bracket for speed indicator and a service of the equipment. 

d) Village Maintenance – Community Payback: The clerk had, on the 12 May, met with Lisa Green from Community 
Payback regarding possible projects. She advised that the painting of the rails at the road side would not be viable 
due to risk. Cutting back of the along the High Street and down on the cycle path would however be an acceptable 
project. We will be required to provide toilets, a fresh water supply, and the tools needed to carry out the work! This 
work could be carried out in July. She had promised to confirm these proposals by email but regrettably this has not 
been received. The Council were concerned with having to provide the tools and Cllr Larratt agreed to speak to them 
about this.  
It was REESOLVED that, subject to the outcome regarding the provision of tools, that arrangements be confirmed 
with Community Payback for this work to be carried out.  
The Clerk had also met with Paul Wright regarding the Chain-link fencing which needed to be replaced and is now 
awaiting a quote for replacement per post. The painting of the rails has now been reported to NCC through Street 
Doctor (ref 812528) and was under investigation having been referred to James Kay NBC. The replacement of the 
road sign at The Cross had been reported (ref 812529) and being outside NCC control had likewise been referred to 
James Kay NBC. 
ACTION The Clerk to seek cutting of hedge on High Street through NBC Highways 

 
 
202/16 To receive the planning report: 

2) Applications Received 

N/2016/0525 
Single storey front extension and alteration to front 
elevation 
17 Lime Farm Way 
 

No objections   

N/2016/0412 
Further amended plan (see above) 
Development of Land south of Bedford Road off Lilliput 
Road. Demolition of Farmhouse construction of two 
warehouse and distribution units (Black & Decker) 

Strong opposition to this 
speculative development. 
Formal detailed reasons for 
objections to be submitted on 
behalf of Parish Council 

 

N/2016/0539 
Further amended plan  
Listed building Consent application for new Extract 
System. Removal of hatch and door. New partition wall 
and door 
The Old Cherry Tree Public House 

Extract unit to be In keeping 
with listed building or 
appropriately disguised.  
Noise levels to be monitored 
after installation of system   

 

 
203/16 To consider and determine matter of GHPFA CCTV provision – This matter ongoing with report expected next 
month. 
 
204/16 To consider further Parish response to the NBC Local Plan (Part2):  This matter ongoing with formal response 

being compiled. 

It was RESOLVED that this matter be included on all future Agenda’s and that Peter Hawkins be included in circulation of 

Agenda’s and Minute’s (Cllr Skirrow to provide email address). 
 
205/16 To consider further future arrangements for Parish Website:   It would seem that the link between the website and 
OneDrive may have been switch off and therefore unable to upload amendments. Cllr Skirrow proposed that a meeting be 
set up with himself, the Clerk and Graphic Vent to seek to resolve this problem. 
ACTION Cllr Skirrow to liaise with Graphic Vent regarding a suitable date and time for a meeting. 
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206/16   To Consider maintenance of war memorial: A quote from Independent Memorial Inspection (IMI) for the cleaning 
and refurbishment of £1590 plus any additional remedial work that may have to be carried out. Information had also been 
obtained regarding a possible grant through War Memorial Trust which required a date for completion.  
It was RESOLVED that IMI be commissioned to carry out this work and that the Clerk pursue the grant with the completion 
date be the end of October 2016 in preparation of Remembrance Day on the 11

th
 November 2016. 

ACTION: The Clerk to notify British Legion of this action. 
 
207/16  To consider complaints regarding pot-holes – Reports had been lodged with Street Doctor (816025, 760527) and 
progress can be monitored by accessing the Street Doctor web site at streetdoctor@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
208/16 To consider complaints noise from reversing Lorries Brackmills – Rod Jeakings had kindly contacted Travis 

Perkins on our behalf and they had carried out an investigation and discovered that a couple of hire trucks did not have the  

‘white noise’ reversing systems. This has now been rectified and reports have already been received that the noise levels have 

in fact reduced.  

It was RESOLVED that the Council wished their grateful thanks to be expressed to both Rod Jeakings and Travis & Perkins 

for their help and co-operation in this matter.  

 

209/16 Review the recent Councillors Training Course – Cllr Kilborn: Cllrs agreed that the course was both informative 

and enjoyable. It was established that their only needs to be 3 Cllrs present for the GHPC to be a Quorate. Meetings can take 

place on licenced premises where alcohol is on sale  

ACTION Clerk to confirm details of Training course for Cllr Garner 

 

210/16 Complaint regarding erected shelter in Front Garden – Cllr Bowler the matter of a complaint received regarding the 
shelter in Atterbury way was discussed. This was not considered to be in breach of any planning regulations. Further 
discussion took place relating to the increasing number of Lorries being parked in the lay-by’s on the Bedford Road and 
private vehicles being parked on pathways throughout the village thereby causing difficulties for elderly residents and 
mothers with prams etc. 
ACTION these matter to be included on Agenda for next meeting 
 
211/16 To consider the monthly public messages – Parking on Paths – Dog Mess 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm  
 
 
 
 
____________________________      __________________________ 
Signed         Date 
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