
Chairman and Councillors. 

Great Houghton is a small village that was established a long time before the motor car was 

invented. The High Street, which is the road through the village that links the Newport Pagnell B526 

to A428 Bedford Road has, unfortunately become a rush hour “rat run”.  The high street was not 

initially intended to take anything other than horse and carts. 

The proposed Hampton Green development plans currently shows what can only be described as ‘an 

escape route’ by way of The Green, this would encourage cars to use Great Houghton as an easy 

through route. This is wholly unacceptable.  

At present the major routes to and from the Newport Road, its link from the M1, the A508 Trunk 

Road, and Mere Way, frequently becomes gridlocked and congested as a direct result of extensive 

developments at Grange Park, Wootton, Wootton Fields, St Georges and Mere Way that has already 

taken place. 

We are now told that the Secretary of State has also approved the further planned substantial 

development of the 5 million sq ft development by Roxhill of the Northampton Gateway which will 

undoubtedly cause considerable increase in further traffic volumes particularly that of large 

commercial vehicles, and thereby further exasperate the problems of gridlock and congestion.  

This committee will be fully aware that, yet again, despite our strong objections, NBC Northampton 

Local Plan 2 has included a further considerable development LAA1098 of a further 850 houses 

further along the Green to just short of the Great Houghton village!    

 All of this has resulted in Great Houghton having more and more traffic passing through the village 

on roads that are simply not suitable for such volume and size of some vehicles, with drivers trying 

to circumvent congestion by using the village as a rat-run.  

Ever increasing traffic that presents ever increasing risk of damage to properties in the village, 

including those in the village conservation area.  

Ever increasing risk of accident and injury to village residents, both road users and pedestrians alike,  

And actual considerable detrimental impact on the residents who have chosen to reside in a country 

village for a quitter, calmer, traffic free lifestyle which is now being denied them. 

We need to protect the safety and chosen lifestyle of all our residents  

We have frequently requested that the District Councils and Highways introduce a ban on all Heavy 

Goods Vehicles, on a road that is clearly not suitable, that they put in place other traffic calming 

measures, such as ‘pinch points’ and that the Police regularly carry out speed checks but all have 

been refused due to lack of funds or resources.  

So our residents, their properties, and vehicles continue to be exposed to ever increasing risk. 

 

 



The proposed Hampton Green development must address the issues of infrastructure, schools, 

doctors, dentists, local shops.  

 

Please consider the value of your own life, your family’s life’s, your friend’s life’s before when 

considering and determining this outline planning permission.  

You may not live in Great Houghton – but we do. 

 


