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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The First Twelve Months
The Parish Council has seen a few changes in the membership over the past 12 months,
including that of Chairman. I would like to thank all members of the Council, past and
present, for their continued commitment to the well being of Great Houghton residents. We
are extremely fortunate to have a Parish Clerk that is both efficient and effective to help us
along the way. We still have one position to fill on the Parish Council, you only need to have
lived in the village for a year to apply.
The newly organised Unitary Council means the end of NCC and we now find ourselves
part of the West Northamptonshire Council (WNC). We look forward to meeting our
replacement for Penny Flavell, whose responsibility has moved into a different ward after
the re-organisation.
Looking back over the Parish Council minutes for the last twelve months, two items are
noticeable for their regular inclusion for concern. They are vehicles (and cyclists!) speeding
through the village, and inconsiderate car parking. From what I have seen so far, I am very
hopeful that our new Police officer will be effective in tackling these problems. The Police
presence was welcomed at two recent litter picks, ensuring the safety of residents of the
village collecting the litter from The Green. Litter picking proved to be a popular and
worthwhile activity; the number of volunteers increased from five on the first pick to twenty
on the second. Photographs of the results of the collection were posted on the Great
Houghton web site, the mound of rubbish collected left at the bottom Leys Lane and
collected by the council a couple of days later.
If you have seen the film Zulu, then like me, you probably feel that at times, we are living in
Rorke’s Drift, being attacked from all sides with planned new developments, and business
parks. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has identified six key issues for the Great
Houghton Neighbourhood Development Plan (GHNDP), one of which is the need to
preserve the village’s separate identity, character, rural setting, and separation from existing
and planned major development. The GHNDP has reached the particularly important first
formal consultation stage. We have asked residents to help shape the future of Great
Houghton by submitting their comments and views. There are still a few days left to lodge
opinions and comments, this Friday, 28th May is the final submission day. Response forms
have been made available on the Great Houghton web site, or people have been able to
email the Parish Clerk.
To re-iterate what I said at the beginning, I would just like to record my thanks to the rest of
the Parish Council for their enthusiasm and commitment, and their support of a new
Chairman.
Cllr Bill Garner
Thanks go to David Fleckney for the cover photo.
4

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Little Houghton CE Primary School
We are a school described as 'wonderful… full of strong, supportive staff. It feels like a family'.
Come and see our small, welcoming school, set in the heart of the village and surrounded by beautiful countryside.
Experience our Christian values and see children working together in a calm, purposeful learning environment.
NEW for September 2020 - Nursery places for 3 and 4 year old.s

Lodge Close, Lodge Road, Little Houghton NN7 1AF 01604 890788 www.lhcep.co.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Carolyn Fairbrother. head@lt-houghton.northants-ecl.gov.uk
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In Great Houghton Village Hall
An Activity For All Ages
Coaching and Equipment Provided
First Three Sessions Free
A Friendly & Sociable Club in a Lovely Environment
Monday Evenings 7.30pm to 9.30pm
Tuesday Mornings 10am to Midday
For Information Contact;

John Sullivan on 01604 763556 or johnsullivan16@talk.talk.net or
Denese Watts on 07495484639 or denesewatts@hotmail.com
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W.I. News May 2021
Gradually we are coming out of lockdown and the country is now feeling safer as a result
of the tremendous uptake of covid vaccinations having been administered. Most of our
ladies have had two doses and let us hope that life as we knew it twelve months ago can
once again be resumed and we can meet up with fellow members.
As an Easter surprise, all our ladies received a large chocolate bar and a packet of six
sunflower seeds. Having eaten the chocolate, we were given a challenge with the
sunflower seeds, who can grow the tallest? Mine are now about a foot tall and growing by
the day…. Thanks go to our President and committee for another thoughtful gesture.
On 6th April we had our first speaker via Zoom, Kate Wills with a very interesting virtual
tour of Northamptonshire, its history and notable people. We enjoyed catching up with
each other and I am sure we all learnt something about our county as well.
Our May meeting was also held via Zoom and having discussed the resolution for this year,
we were entertained by Peta Allingham and her "Quirky Car Journeys Across Europe", the
quirky car being a Citroen 2 CV. Again another evening where we could catch up virtually if
not face to face, that will hopefully happen at our meeting on 6th July when Ken Noakes
will be giving a talk on "Leather and Footwear". Our next meeting on 1st June will still be
via Zoom with Graham Sloper "Telling Tales, Short Stories and Poems".
Our last committee meeting was held on the veranda outside the village hall with six of us
bringing our own chairs and remaining socially distanced, so much nicer to see each other
face to face.
It does seem so nice to be able to report on speakers and again, another way back to the
normality that we have not had for so long. We continue to be vigilant, support each other
and offer a hand of friendship to those who still need it.
Elaine Fleckney
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PROVISIONALLY RE OPENING
Bookings are being taken from Monday 12th April subject to Government
Guidelines

I LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU BACK
AND CANT WAIT TO SEE YOU ALL
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News from Little Houghton CEVA Primary School
I am delighted to share the following piece about a new and exciting initiative at
the school with you. It has been written by Julia Hankins, the Early Years Lead at
the school; thank you Julia.
Chris Davis, Chair of Governors, Little Houghton CEVA Primary School
'Wow-what a ride!' New Nursery provision at Little Houghton CEVA Primary School
We opened our Nursery in September 2020, mid-pandemic and unsure of how it
was going to develop. No-one could have predicted the crazy year that lay ahead of
us. But, with the benefit of hindsight, great families, amazing children and
dedicated staff, I realise now that we had absolutely nothing to worry about!
Our success this year has been the building of positive and cooperative
relationships with parents, who despite the frantic and worrying world around
them, trusted us with their children, their education, but more importantly their
well-being and care. As the year progressed this trust was evident as almost 50% of
the parents increased their children's sessions in Nursery.
Each day, the children have skipped into school with big smiles on their faces,
always ready for a new day and new challenge. They have been happy and resilient
little characters that have shown the most amazing growth and progress. Parents
too have regularly commented on aspects of their child's growth and development,
which has included children becoming toilet trained, improved speech
development, intellectual development, with children gaining fantastic number,
phonic and early reading knowledge through play.
Our environment has provided a rich, varied and safe space in which children can
play, explore and learn, and is testament to the learning and development that has
been shown in our children this year. Each year I continue to be amazed by the
children in our school and each year I remind myself never to under-estimate their
ability to learn and grow when they are happy and secure in their environment.
Lastly, it would be negligent of me not to mention the dedication of the staff within
the foundation unit-despite the uncertainties and fears the pandemic has raised,
our staff have attended every single day, ensuring that the children have had the
consistency and security of the people they have formed secure attachments with.
As I reflect upon the year we have had, I can honestly say it has been amazing and I
am extremely proud of the provision we offer and the personal growth the children
have shown.
Julia Hankins - Early Years Lead
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Please be aware that attendance is ONLY by advance ticket bookings.
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27TH JUNE
ACCRINGTON STANLEY
25TH JULY
BACK BEAT
22ND AUGUST
TBC
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Church Mice at St.Peter's Cogenhoe

A time for Mums, Dads, Grandparents or Carers with pre-school children
to be together for songs, activities and fellowship, toys and books to share ….
and a cup of tea!
Unfortunately due to lockdown still being in force Church Mice and Sunday School are
unable to restart, however we are making up bags, which include craft materials based on
a Bible theme to be made up at home with pointers for prayer and to relate the Bible story
to the church year. These are suitable for pre-school and primary school children. If anyone
would like to have a bag for their child/children please contact Jenny Smith on
07714702397 or jennymsmith@hotmail.co.uk with contact information and name, age and
address of the child/children so that we can arrange delivery (approximately monthly).
Our next bag will be delivered before the end of the school term.

Church Mice is a Benefice wide initative for tots and preschool
age children AND their parents, carers or grandparents and open to all in
the four villages and beyond!

We usually meet from 2 until 2.45pm in term time on the second Thursday of the month
at St Peter's Centre, Church Street, Cogenhoe NN7 1NS
Do come and join us!
We will be reviewing as to whether we can restart in September.

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS:
20th July 2021
Pass to the editor.
Bill Garner. 8 Willow Crescent.
Tel: 01604 706728 Mob: 07793 813623
email: editor@greathoughton.org.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES UPDATE
Church services have resumed with a temporary service pattern.
A short 30 minute service of Holy Communion with be celebrated in
St Mary's Church in Great Houghton every Sunday at 9:00. All are
welcome, but social distancing and hand hygiene in the church building
is essential, names and contact details will be recorded for NHS test and
trace, and you are asked to wear a face covering whilst inside the building
if you can, with an online service every Sunday too.
See the benefice website http://www.theunitedbenefice.org.uk/ for links.
We are also running a midweek interactive service on Zoom at 5pm on
Wednesdays.
Please contact Rev Eddie Smith (Rector) on 01604 891166, or email
eddie.smith@theunitedbenefice.org.uk for a link if you are not getting the
regular emails to church members .

Can you use a Camera?
We are looking for a different photograph each issue to grace the next front cover of the
Parish Magazine – something which reflects the Village in season.
If you would like to submit a suitable photograph to be considered for publication,
please email your offering to the Editor: editor@greathoughton.org.uk before 20th of each month
There will be no payment, just the reward of seeing your successful entry in print.
Rules
The Editors decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. The winning photograph
will become the property of the Great Houghton Parish Magazine.
The successful photographer will be acknowledged within the issue.
Multiple entries are accepted but the photographer must be a resident within the Parish.
A different photograph will be chosen for each future issue.
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Benefice Church Services Update
As we have resumed public communal worship in church the following
pattern has also resumed:
First Sunday
9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Cogenhoe

9.30 am

Said Communion

Great Houghton

11.00 am

Morning Prayer

Little Houghton

11.00 am

Said Communion

Brafield on the Green

9.30 am

Said Communion

Cogenhoe

9.30 am

Family Worship

Great Houghton

11.00 am

Said Communion

Little Houghton

11.00 am

Morning Prayer

Brafield on the Green

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Cogenhoe

9.30 am

Said Communion

Great Houghton

11.00 am

Morning Prayer

Little Houghton

11.00 am

Said Communion

Brafield on the Green

9.30 am

Said Communion

Cogenhoe

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Great Houghton

11.00 am

Said Communion

Little Houghton

11.00 am

Morning Prayer

Brafield on the Green

Second Sunday

Third Sunday

Fourth Sunday

-

Some Sunday and other on-line services will continue on Youtube and Zoom
You can find further details of the on-line services including how to access them
on the benefice website:
www.theunitedbenefice.org.uk
Any changes to these patterns will also be published on the website

16

The Parson's Piece…
"I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the
morning." (Psalm 130:5-6)
I once heard it said that England is made up of three things: rain, cricket and a correct
queue. We are certainly good at queuing, but that doesn't actually mean that we are good
at waiting. This is especially when our goal seems to continually elude us, and we feel like it's
one step forward and two steps back.
Last year I got a bit creative with the massive rectory lawn and created a mown grass
labyrinth. Some people who have seen it think it's a maze, but they are two very different
things. A maze is a puzzle, with branches and dead ends. They usually have high walls so
that you cannot see where you are going. A labyrinth is simply one long and winding path,
that continually reverses direction, going round in circles, sometimes moving inwards and
other times out again. You begin by heading straight for the goal, the centre, but then the
path turns, and you find yourself heading the wrong way! Labyrinths are an ancient monastic
aid to Prayer. the idea is that they are a representation of our journey through life towards
God. You follow the path with it's twists and turns in a mood of meditation or
contemplation, slowly and deliberately, as you ponder a problem or reflect on your spiritual
journey.
This year has certainly brought home to me how much a labyrinth really is like real life, as we
have moved in and out of three lockdowns, rejoiced at the success of our vaccination
program only to find our victory undone by the threat of a new variant of Coronavirus from
India. But just like walking the labyrinth, even when we find ourselves heading the wrong
way again, we are still further along the path and closer to the end.
Many of the psalms reflect these twists and turns of life and how difficult it is waiting for
God's rescue to come. This is emphasised in Psalm 130 by the repetition in verse 6, in which
we can hear and feel the pain in the psalmist's cry. But we also hear and feel the certainty of
their faith that there will, eventually be a morning, that the long night will eventually come to
an end.
And one day, when we have made it through the night, we will look back and see how far
we have come and how God walked with us on the way.
"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea… The Lord
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. " (Psalm
46:1-2,7)
Revd Eddie
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The Houghtons and Brafield History Society
An Open Invitation for you to join us
We meet at Little Houghton village hall (next to post office) on the
fourth Wednesday of every month at 7.15 for 7.30pm
Non members are always welcome where we aim to provide
a wide variety of topics, local, national and international but all with a
common historic flavour.
Following the earlier success of meetings by Zoom, the gremlins struck twice in April with
the rerun of Little Houghton 100 years in photos and Ted Barnes talk on the local Lord of
the Manor v Elizabeth 1, when at the critical hour, I was denied access to the internet thus
not allowing me to hand over to Ted. What happened to the promise of superfast reliable
Broadband? Needless to say the second attempt at the village in photos on 5 May, went off
without a hitch.
Steven Hollowell returns on 23rd June at 7 30 when he will present a workshop session on
early roads looking in particular at the turnpike system on the road to Bedford. He is hoping
for some audience participation in what could be a project and sees this talk as a starter.
This should be very interesting seeing how the roads have changed over the years, with
some disappearing and some still in use today as footpaths and bridle paths.
Ted will return on the 28th July with his talk, this hopefully will be a glitch free evening. We
will not meet in August and trust that we can meet face to face for the September 22nd
meeting. As the national position is changing, lifting of restrictions could mean an earlier
return, perhaps for the July meeting? If there is a change this will be posted.
The Zoom Code for 23rd June is
.https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89753799920?pwd=ZVZsTXphVVVBODhOMzcwRFRtQmhndz
09
Meeting ID: 897 5379 9920

Passcode: 290315

Richard Deacon Chairman
For further information please contact
Eddie Condon on 01604 767783 or
Chairman Richard Deacon on 01604 890275
New Members warmly welcomed.
If anyone needs transport to these history meetings please ring
Derek Osborne on 01604 763517 and he will be happy to help.

18

GREAT HOUGHTON PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting
7.30pm Tuesday 27th July 2021
at Parsons Memorial Hall.
The above meeting will take place subject to any Covid restrictions in
place at the time.
For further information contact Chris
Email; info@greathoughtonhall.co.uk or Tel 07707 015968
We would welcome villagers who may wish to consider
joining the GHPFA committee.

SAVE THE DAY!
th

Sunday 11 July 2021
VILLAGE SOCIAL EVENT
Great Houghton Playing Field
Fun and games
Bring a picnic
More details to follow

ADVERTISING RATES FROM 2021
Price for guaranteed position on page 3 with or without colour available on request
One
Issue

Two
issues

Three
Issues

Four
Issues

Five
Issues

Six
Issues

Full Page

£35

£60

£75

£90

£100

£110

Half Page

£20

£40

£50

£60

£70

£80

Quarter
Page

£10

£20

£30

£35

£40

£45

Extra may be charged if excessive artwork is needed and for colour
To advertise contact Bill Garner on 01604 706728
or Email editor@greathoughton.org.uk
Additional costs : Full Colour +£40 per insertion
Page 3 B/W + 20%
Back Cover (with colour) £350 (6 insertions)
Page 3 full colour 6 insertions £300
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ORGANISATIONS CURRENTLY USING THE HALL AND PLAYING FIELD
Organisation
Aerobics
AFC Houghton
Magna
Art Group
Ceroc
Village Coffee
Morning
Craft Mornings

Day
Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Thursday
Sunday
Friday

Time
5.45pm-645pm
10.30am

All Year
Weekly
Winter Season

1.30pm- 4.30pm
10am– 4pm
10.30am– 12md

Weekly
Monthly
2nd Friday of the month

Friday

10.30am-12md

Cricket

Saturday
Thursday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday

11am -7.30pm
Evening Practice
8pm – 10pm
7pm -9pm
9.30am-11.30am
5.30pm-7pm

2nd Friday after coffee
morning.
Summer Season

Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Monday
Tuesday
Day/Evening
time
Sundays

9am -12md
6.30pm– 7.30pm
9.30am-10.30am
7.30pm– 10pm
7.30pm– 9.30pm
10am– 12md

GHPFA
Jujitsu
Junior Football
(SCA)
Outdoor Fitness
Training
Parish Council
Short Mat Bowls
Tennis Club

Wes and Alex
Dance classes
Women’s Institute Tuesday

4th Tuesday of the month
Weekly
Weekly
Commences 20th April
Weekly
Weekly
2nd Tuesday of the month
All year
Membership required

2pm -5pm

First Sunday of the month

7.30pm– 9.30pm

1st Tuesday of the month

Contact; Chris Carr; info@greathoughtonhall.co
.uk Tel. 07707 015968
Or Bill Hart; Bill@culturalinnovations.com

21

Neighbourhood Watch Member Details
CLIFF BEBBINGTON- NHW Area Atterbury Way / Dobson Close
24 Atterbury Way NN4 7AU

Tel 767062

E – mail cbebbi@btinternet.com

SILVIA ZAJAC - NHW Area Wymersley Way
2 Wymersley Close NN4 7PT Tel 760503

E – mail bzajac@talktalk.net

JOANNE GIDDINGS – NHW Area The Green
30 The Green NN4 7AL Tel 661775
E – mail jo_giddings@yahoo.co.uk

VACANT - NHW Area Keats Close / Lime farm Way
JOANNE THOMASON - NHW Area Willow Lane
22 Willow Lane NN4 7AW

Tel 769980

E – mail jo.jo.thom57@btinternet.com

MIKE CUMMINS - NHW Area Cherry Tree Lane / The Cross / Little Lane
3 Cherry Tree Lane NN4 7AT

Tel 877333

E – mail mike@cumminsfamily.me.uk

LINDA BILLINGHAM - NHW Area Willow Crescent
35 Willow Cresc. NN4 7AP

Tel 706215

E – mail lindabillingham79@gmail.com

LOUISA JAMESON - NHW Area Lower High Street / Rectory Close
E – mail louisajameson@btinternet.com
VACANT - NHW Area Paget Close / Glebe Lane

CAROLINE HUMPHREY – NHW Area Upper High Street (White Hart Pub to the Green)
48 High Street

Tel 674430
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E – mail caroline.humphrey@outlook.com

Northamptonshire Police
Experienced Piano and Singing Teacher

Contact Numbers

Based in Yardley Hastings

Emergency
(Crime in Progress)999

Children and adults welcome beginners and higher grades

Non Emergency 101

Exam accompanying and Theory lessons
also undertaken

Crime Stoppers
(remain anonymous)
0800 555 111

Contact: Mrs Rachel Gill
BMus(Hons) DipABRSM

11 Castle Ashby Road
Yardley Hastings
Northampton
NN7 1EL

Northamptonshire Police
Switchboard 03000 111 222
01604 696203

Dedicated Watch Line
01604 432436

CARPET SPECIALIST
TONY SMITH
CARPETS, CARPET TILES,
To all the villagers who cannot get
down to see us.

VINYLS
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

We are offering a takeaway
service from our main menu
with free delivery

Tel: 01604769045

You can locate our menu on our website

Mob: 07966390215
Established over 30 years.

www.whiteharthoughton.co.uk
Give us a call & speak to Traci

11 WILLOW LANE, GREAT HOUGTON,
NORTHAMPTON
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Northamptonshire Police Contact Numbers
To report an incident or crime:
In an emergency please call 999.
For non-urgent matters please call 101 or report online: https://www.northants.police.uk/
webform/online-crime-reporting
https://www.northants.police.uk/webform/suspicious-activity
https://www.northants.police.uk/webform/report-abandoned-vehicle
https://www.northants.police.uk/webform/hate-crime-reporting-form
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 or online: https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
To pass intelligence or information:
https://www.northants.police.uk/webform/intelligenceinformation-giving-form
For general enquiries:
https://www.northants.police.uk/webform/general-enquiries or email
NeighbourhoodTeamNorthampton@northants.pnn.police.uk

DO YOU NEED A LIFT TO THE DOCTORS OR THE
HOSPITAL?
COULD YOU BECOME A VOLUNTEER DRIVER?
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Village Hopper

Enquiries 07512 045418

TS
TS
TS
TS
TS
TS
TS

TS
TS
TS
TS
TS
TS
TS
TS

TS - Temporarily Suspended.
There is no service on Sundays or Public Holidays R

- request only for passengers remaining on the bus

Timetable efectve from 1.11.20

Part funded by
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Trade Directory
The following telephone numbers are ones that some villagers have found useful.
There inclusion here does not represent endorsement. If villagers have other numbers
which they have found useful please let the editor know.

Fat Studios - For
all your I.T problems

Mr. Singh

07931427529

Damproof/Woodrot/Woodworm
General Builder
Ellis & Co.

01604 660886

Builders and Decorators

Chris Lane

696497 or 07720844500

Tilers

1stClassTiling.Com

473436 or 07725885252

Chimney Sweep

M. Smith

646466

Chiropodist

Sheila Kirwin

01604 630649

Therapist/Homeopath

Kay Hughes

890741 or 07738092297

Electrical Services

Daren Bullen

821099 or 07767393923

Complimentary Health-

Furniture Makers/Repairers P.& J. Moore & Sons 753607
01933 386591 or 07739330807

Plastering Services

M.J.S.

Plumbing & Heating

Roland Hill

708355

Car Servicing and MOT

Cool Cars

07931 950155

Soft Furnishings

Tina Cullen

784292

Acorn Landscapes

Peter Hayward B.Sc. 770739 or 07979590996

Builder/Carpenter (TNJ Build) Tim Thorpe

763031 or 07764574043

Xtreme Disco's

Jake Thorpe

07889091184

Gutter-Reach

Gutter-Reach

07810371110 or 01604948487

Tree Surgeon (Afffinitree)

John Van der Post
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07946 352660
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